
HIGHAM ON THE HILL PARISH COUNCIL 

Annual Report 

 

Introduction by the Chairman, Cllr Brian Golder:  

Our main concern this year has been trying to get LCC to improve the path down Nuneaton 

lane. 

Dog fouling whether in the Recreation ground, Cricket pitch, or around Village is still a real 

issue. 

The new Meadow at the rear of HILARY BEVINS CLOSE continues to improve and can only 

get better. 

The recent planning application to build on the “Oddfellows Arms” site has now been 

withdrawn. 

 

Future plans 

We are in the process of looking at and formulating future plans for 2020-2021.  Any input 

from the Village itself would be welcome and we are always prepared to listen to any idea’s 

that you may have. 

We hope the Party in the Park will still be able to go ahead in July but we will have to wait 

and see. 

I am looking forward to seeing if there will be any more Reindeers around the Christmas tree 

this year. 

Anyone who thinks they could volunteer for helping their community in any way please 

contact the parish clerk. 

I would take this opportunity to thank all of my fellow councillors who readily give up their 

time to try and improve the village and its amenities to benefit of everyone.  

I would also like to thank our parish clerk who has held the post for less than a year, but has 

fitted in so quickly, into our understanding of what we expected, and has become a huge 

help to all of the councillors.  

Also, I must say as always, a big thank you to Ursula Cox for opening the Methodist Chapel 

for our meetings.  

I would thank the volunteers who have offered their help in whatever capacity, it is much 

appreciated. 

Should anyone require any information on any matters concerning the village please contact 

the parish clerk who will always be pleased to supply you with the relevant information. 

On behalf of the Parish Council, we hope everyone one of you keeps safe, in these 

uncertain times. 

Brian Golder 

1st May 2020 



 

DRAFT End of Year Accounts and Budget Summary – To be audited 

 

Income 2019/20 £    
 

Precept 14447.91  

Grants 0.00  

VAT Refund 0.00  

Insurance 0.00  

Miscellaneous 26.00  

Brought forward 2018/19 17,264.97  

S106 Monies* cfwd from 2018/19 2260.96 (Ring fenced for playing field maintenance) 

      
33,999.84      

 

     

     

Outgoings £     
  

Grounds Maintenance 4,042.40  

Clerks Salary + Expenses 3,011.23  

Subscriptions 598.02  

Church Clock Maintenance 545.00  

Doorstep Green 0.00  

Play Equipment Repair/Inspection 238.76  

Hall Rental 65.00  

Insurance 775.78  

Audit 460.00  

Emptying bins 270.48  

Donations 300.00  

Section 137 3203.71  

Standing Charge        32.50  
Councillor Training 163.98  
Publications, office expenditure 644.18  
Elections 

  
1,221.22  

VAT 770.44     
16342.70 C/fwd  £17,657.14 

     

     

     

     

     

Budget for 2020/21   
     
INCOME £  
Balance at bank  216,56.00  

Precept  14,637.00  
VAT refund (to be claimed) Estimate 350.00  
     
Total 36,643.00   



      
ANTICIPATED EXPENDITURE 2020/21 2019/20 

Elections 200.00 1221.22 

Standing Charge 85.00 13.00 

Subscriptions 250.00 598.02 

Clerk's salary 2820.00 2672.32 

Insurance 814.00 775.78 

Use of Chapel for meetings 200.00 65.00 

Grounds maintenance 4530.00 4042.40 

Emptying Waste Bins 400.00 270.48 

Clerk's expenses 400.00 338.91 

Church Clock  200.00 545.00 

Audit 80.00 460.00 

RoSPA inspection of play equipment 255.00 128.00 

Play equipment repair etc 625.00 110.76 

Christmas tree 100.00 0.00 

Section 137* 14000.00 3203.71 

Donations (including Outlook) 315.00 300.00 

Cheques to be raised to 31/3/20 (estimate) 200.00 0.00 

Councillor Training 100.00 163.98 

Publications & Office Expenses   547.18 

Total 25574.00 15455.76 
 
   

*2020/21Section 137 Expenditure  

We have estimated cost contributions to the following: 

• £4000 towards the costs of retaining the Oddfellows arms as a community venue 

• £10,000 towards the cost of making good the footpath on Nuneaton Lane in 

conjunction with funding derived from other sources where possible and from LCC 

Highways. 

 

Clerks Report 

The Parish Council have incurred maintenance costs on the Defibrillator and one of the 

Vehicle Activated signs and the installation of a new dog waste bin on Hilary Bevins Close.   

They have also purchased another LED reindeer to replace the one stolen from the 

Christmas display on the green last year. 

Tree maintenance, particularly in the King George V Field has been identified but the ground 

has been too wet for the works to be carried out.  This will be carried forward into 2020/2021. 

As requested, HBBC Clean Neighbourhoods supplied a pavement stencil, white paint and 

dog pooh bags free of charge and these were passed to a resident who volunteered to 

utilise these where and when required. 

A traffic survey was undertaken by LCC adjacent to 23 Main Street and 15 Nuneaton Lane.  

Their findings indicated that the village would benefit from a community speedwatch 

campaign and a periodic visit from the Mobile Speed Watch Unit.  To be implemented in 

2020/21 if volunteers come forward. 



The footway on Station Road was surveyed and works carried out adjacent to No 2 to make 

the footway even for pedestrians. 

The footway on Nuneaton Lane, despite several emails by both past and present clerk’s to 

LCC Highways, remains in a poor state.  At a site meeting between councillors and Mr J 

Horsley of LCC Highways Inspection and Enforcement on 18th March, it was agreed that the 

drainage issue be investigated and that as part of winter works 2020/21 the path be edged 

back.  As LCC consistently state that there are no funds available to re-surface this path, the 

Parish Council resolved to allocate £10,000 of Parish funds and to attain match funding if 

possible to improve the surface of this path for the benefit of its residents. 

 

Planning Report - Parish Clerk:  

Since the 1st April 2019 the Parish Council has consulted and offered comments where 

appropriate on 18 planning applications. These were for 3 erection of dwellings, 1 

replacement dwelling, 1 erection multi storey test facility, 1 erection of vehicle wash, 5 

extensions and alterations to dwellings, 1 re-submission and 1 approval of reserved matters 

and 5 variations of condition to previous application.  

 

Reports from Charities registered with the Charity Commission 

The King George v Field Charity received no income and incurred no costs and a nil return 

was submitted to the Charity Commission in January 2020. 

  

 


