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MINUTES 

 

HIGHAM ON THE HILL PARISH COUNCIL 

Annual Parish Council Meeting 
 
Date:  Monday 21 May 2015 
Time:  7.30 pm 
Present: B Golder, D Waterton, S Gayton, A Jenkins, C Molyneux, J Robinson,  

D Dickson (Parish Clerk), 6 Members of Public 
 

 
 

1) APOLOGIES 
 
All Parish Councillors were present for the meeting. 
   
 

2) ELECTION OF CHAIRMAN OF PARISH COUNCIL 
 
Brian Golder stood down as Chairman of the Parish Council.   
 
Brian Golder was nominated to stand as Chairman. 
 
 Nominated: Christine Molyneux 
 Seconded: Dawn Waterton 
 
There were no other nominations. 
 
A vote was taken and there was a unanimous vote for Brian Golder to stand as Chairman. 
 
Brian Golder was therefore duly elected as Chairman of Higham on the Hill Parish Council.  
 

3) DECLARATION OF ACCEPTANCE OF OFFICE FORMS 
 
The duly elected Parish Councillors for Higham on the Hill, who were: 
 
 Brian Golder 
 Ann Jenkins 
 Steve Gayton 
 Janet Robinson 
 Dawn Waterton 
 Christine Molyneux 
 
then completed and signed their Declaration of Acceptance of Office forms in the presence 
of the Parish Clerk. 
 
 

4) MINUTES OF PREVIOUS AGM 
 
The minutes of the Annual Parish meeting held on 16 June 2014 were agreed as a correct 
record and were duly signed by the Chairman. 
 
 

5) CHAIRMAN’S REPORT 
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Certainly a year of change and disruption.  It started quite badly in that the housing 
application for the development at Hilary Bevins Close was passed by the HBBC planning 
committee, even after the majority of them agreed that they were not in favour of it, but they 
felt that due to certain circumstances that prevailed at the time, if they rejected it the 
developer would go to appeal and win. 
 
In October the work on this development began much sooner than any of us expected. The 
disruption caused by this development has been a real problem to us all but especially to the 
residents in Hilary Bevins Close and Station Road for what they are having to go through on 
a daily basis.  I realise that at present it is still early days, however, the Parish Council hope 
that future residents of these new properties will be welcomed by everyone into the village 
community. 
 
Due to improvements that are being made to the A5, the village and Nuneaton Lane and 
Main Street in particular have had to cope with a massive influx of extra traffic, this is still 
ongoing especially after 8.00 pm when the Dodwells Bridge island is closed. 
 
We also had a complete road closure in Main Street for two days when Severn Trent had to 
renew part of a broken sewer in Main Street. 
 
There was further disruption when extra electricity cables were laid from a junction box in 
Main Street and along the pavements it was required to serve the Hilary Bevins 
development. In fact there always seems to be another hole opened up in Main Street, 
fenced and coned off and left for weeks for no apparent reason. 
 
Dog fouling on pavements and green spaces within the village is causing many problems, it 

is the irresponsible dog owners who are at fault.  Can I appeal to all dog owners – Please 

clean up any mess your dog makes – Thank you 
 
The application for a further 10 houses to be built behind the Oddfellows Arms has been 
turned down, although there is an application now pending for an equestrian centre to go on 
there, does it never end! 
 
You may ask is there any good news to report, I believe, yes there is. 
 
Throughout the village new street signs have been erected. 
 
We have a second vehicle activated sign now installed, and the data that we collect from 
this and the other one we installed last year will be passed onto the Highways Department at 
LCC to show just how much we suffer from the sheer volume of traffic coming through our 
village.  Higham on the Hill has also joined up with other villages in the area to try and 
influence the decision makers on how all of the extra housing developments, effects and 
impacts on the roads through our rural villages. 
 
The improved Christmas lights brought us some cheer, and we are hoping to improve them 
again this year. 
 
There will be a defibrillator within the village shortly.  It will be attached to the wall of the 
Oddfellows.  We also have enough trained volunteers in its use, the Parish Council would 
like to thank each and every one of them for coming forward. 
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The Leicestershire Police Commissioner, Sir Clive Loader, attended one of our Parish 
Council meetings and gave us a short, but interesting, presentation on the policing of rural 
areas. 
 
The local history society is now up and running, and becoming established. 
 
We also had a Parish election, we are allowed six councillors and there were 7 nominations, 
so an election had to take place, thank you all who voted. 
 
Please also visit our village web site any information you may require you may find it very 
helpful ad information. 
 
As I said to you in my last Chairman’s statement I believe this village is well served by its 
Parish Council and Clerk, all of them are fully committed to Higham on the Hill, and its 
residents welfare.  I also would personally like to thank them all for all the help they give me. 
 
Finally as always a big thank you to Ursula Cox who allows us to use the Methodist Church 
for our meetings, and always does everything to make us welcome. 
 
 

6) REPORT FROM HIGHAM CHARITIES 
 
A meeting and meal are scheduled for this year. 
 
 

7) ELECTION OF OFFICERS 
 
The following nomination was made for Vice Chair: 
 

Ann Jenkins  
Nominated by Brian Golder 
Seconded by Steve Gayton 

 
There were no other nominations 
 
A vote was taken and all Parish Councillors accepted Ann Jenkins as Vice Chairman, and 
she was duly elected. 
 
For Higham Charities Brian Golder agreed to continue as the Parish Council liaison. 
 
Brian Golder thanked Ann Jenkins for her coordination of all planning applications.  He also 
thanked Steve Gayton for all his work on traffic issues, repairs and the Christmas 
decorations. 
 
This concluded the business of the Annual Parish meeting; the meeting was closed at 7.40 
pm. 
 
 
  Signed _______________________________________ 
 
 
  
  Dated _______________________________________ 


